Then you did not leave your camera before you started-
photographing your lizards except for an hour between
eight thirty and nine thirty?5

'No.'

'And during that time it was on a chair by the door
leading to the garden.5

'Yes,'

'Now think carefully. Was the camera in the same
position when you picked it up as it was when you put
it down?'

I thought carefully.

'No, it was not/ I said at last. 'I left it hanging by the
strap of the case on the back of one of the chairs. When
I picked it up it was lying on the seat of another chair.'

Tou did not look to see if it was still hanging where
you had left it?'

'Why, no. I saw it on the seat of the chair and took
it. Why should I look?'

'You might have noticed if there was still a camera
hanging on the back of the chair.'

'It would be easy not to. The strap is long so that the
actual camera case would hang below the seat level of
the chair.'

'Good. So it amounts to this: you hang a camera on
the back of a chair. When you return you see an identical
camera on the seat of another chair. Thinking that this
is your property, you take it, leaving your camera where
you put it on the back of the original chair. Presumably,
then, the owner of the second camera later arrives, finds
his camera missing from the seat of the chair, looks
round and discovers yours.'

'It seems likely.'

'Were all the guests down to breakfast?'
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